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MEMORANDUM FOR:  Adwirasl Arieigh Burks

Chisf of Kaval Opsrations
SUBJECT i Sanitisstion of TALENT Photography
REFERENCE :  Seyr NTY-00187, 12 Joow 1938 | 25X1

3. On 13 June 15758 you wrete to tie Director of Ceniral Intelligence
requasting pormission for the sanitinstion of TALENRT phetegraphy coliected
over the | | the Leniagead and Kola Peninscls arsus and
the Soviet ¥Yar Sast Mariticne Provisces, and its remwval fvom the TALENRT
sesurity systen: in ovder 1o meet Navy aeeds srising from ite respoeaibility
to pregare pllots to deliver weapons againet assigred targete in ke event of
war. This problem: Las besn examised st lengt: by the Ad Hoc Beguiren.ents
Committee (ARC) snd the Utilination Adviseory Soard {UAB),

2. The semaitive character of the operations whersdby TALENTY
phetagraphy has besn collected is, o8 you are weil awars, extraordisary,
The need for the information thus celiscind, in erder fox intelligence
propavly to support sationsl security, is slso extrasrdiaary. Over the
Llast twe and & hall yeare a8 these matarisls Lave becon o nvallable, the
agonzies in the Intelligence Advisory Committes {1AC) baving a principal
intorest have sollaborated closely ia order to exsure & axbaun exploitation
and ese of these maierials consistent with security. Cossldarable progress
has boos maoade la davising ways and mesns of using the information salely
outside of the securily conirol syater: sed under serical security Lasdliag,

i strengly suppert Deae afforts ssd beve urged continued i aginative efforts
to find new ways 10 obhtaln the grestest posaible use of the inforsation,

*aye have beon found to sanitize photograghy in order to prevent expesure

of dats bearing upen altitude, scels, casera confliguration charscteristics,
and track to officisls enteide the TALENT systen:, However, we thas far
kave boon able to find no sffective msans of sanitising photographs to prevent
san-TALXKT.claarad personansl from deducing that the picture mumt have
basx taken 88 & result of penetrstion of the Soviel alr space by sone wesun,
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3. A plawsiblie sttridation of sanitized TALENT photegraphy might
be fromn generally kanows previeus phetegraghic collections over the USSE,
such 28 balloon photegraphy. However, thers are techmical reasons why
sonfarmants of TALENT te sush photography is infeasible, Ia the case of
photagraphy taken over the | where it is usderstood that 25X1
the Nary has baes sosigned T awmmber of | |targets, it zg%
may be that plansidie attribution could be rade to overflight by the Navy or
the Alr Ferce in recast years, Whereas ong might make s distinction between

4, The moet offective use of TALENT photography in the preparation
of target materials for pllot briefing so far is the tawget folder pregram
undertaken jointly by the Alr Force and the Navy, In sesence, this is a
reissames of Werld Wax Il photagraphy snsvtated or adjusted by overlays
te refiont new Intelligence without refersnce to source sad displayed ic such
fashion a8 to prevest comparisen sad, therafore, attribution to a TALENT

raph if indead the two materisls were lald side=by-aide, Sealed
paskages with TALENT photographs are under sxisting procedure siresdy
being mads avallable for an instant's use ia an emezgency for pilot briefing.
ressensdly adequate study materisls for the pilots while at the same tune
would protect the security of the fact of overflight prior to saa emergency,

$. o the event that, after cavelul consideration of the natioval
security vishs a3 well a8 needs for relesss of sanitised TALENT waterials
selely on & TOP SECRET basis aud outside of the TALENT Control Systen,
it is your conviction that nothing leas than TALENRT raterial iteelf in sanitised
form {(which would expess the {act of overflight) will enable you to carry out
your respensibility sdequately, pleass so inform me, 1 belisve that ander
pressnt tireumastances the fact of sa overflight {with implisd authority) is
sssentisily higiier suthority’s information, bheace I would be compelied to
seek guidancs in this matter from that higher autherity,
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